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U.5. SENDS LAXALT
T0 TALK'TO MARGOS

- By BERNARD WERINRAUB
Spesial ® The New Yerk Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 14 —
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Reagan wanted to ‘‘express

cern” about the situation in the Philip. -

pines.
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potential crisis for the United States. In
sending Mr. Laxait to. Manila, Mr. Rea-
gan took his most aggressive step so
far in putting pressure on the Marcos
Government for changes that the
United States views as crucial to its
stability.

The Laxalt trip comes at a poten-
tially critical moment for United.
States-Philippine relations. The De-

fense Department plans to invest about |
$1.3 billion in Clark Air Base and Subic} ' was

Bay naval station in the

.dent, and his succession, have been of
special

and a curbing of corruption and favorit.
ism; which are hurting the campeign

against the rebeis,

A second issue that especially con-
cems Mr. Reagan and the Administra-
tion, officials said, is Mr. Marcos’s re-
fusal so far to make economic changes:

to curb corTuption. |
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Officials indicated that Mr. Laxalt!

reappoint
fulpoaitioninthearmedtomeg.

these industries is regarded as cos- As a result of the Aquino assassina.
metic and not as sweeping as the Ad- don.PmdmtRmm«hvim
ministration bad sought. to the Philippines.

“ has been carried to such The Declining Economy

Oneelementoer.unn'smMou,
officials indicated, was to discuss polit-
ical changes. This would involve a fair

comes despite conclusion: by the Ce
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presidential election and the develop-| fense Intelligence Agency that th
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The health of the 68-year-old Presi-
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